Activists Legal Project

16b Cherwell Street Oxford OX4 1BG
Info@activistsegal project.org.uk
www.activistslegal project.org.uk

L egal Briefing 6:

Guidefor Legal Observers

CONTENTS

Therole of the legal observer
On the action......
Arrest risk for legal observers

Abandoning therole

o A~ W DN P

Equipment needed

Everyonetaking part in an action or demongtrationisa
legal observer, with responsibilty for withessngand
recording eventsthat take place. Thereisalso aspecific
support rolefor peoplewho intend to participatein the
actionexclusively aslegd observers. Thisguideamsto
giveyou anideaof what that rolemightinvolve.

1. The Role of the L egal Observer

® | egal observerswatch and record detail sof activist
arrestsat demonstrationsand on actionsand passthis
informationto the Legal Support Group.

® By their presencethey help to keep people safe by
detering policemisconduct andif thereissuch an
incident they collect information that may beuseful in
later court proceedings.

@ A legal observerisnot apoliceliaisonor media
spokesperson and remains asindependent as possible
so that they can concentrate on observing what

happens.

2. On theAction......

@ Handout ‘bust card’ withlega infoand legal phone
numberstoal participantsintheaction (SeeLegd
Support briefing for an example of abust card).

® Get closetotheaction soyou can clearly seewhat's
goingon.

@ Giveinformationto participantsabout what'sgoing
on, especidly important if it'snoisy, dark or people
are separated from others; passinfo backwardsand
forwardsbetween affinity groups.

® Writedown namesof membersof your affinity group
who are arrested, what they have been arrested for,
name/number of arresting officer, what police station
arrestee hasbeen taken to and give detail s of those
arrested to the Legal Support team (see sampleform
below).

@® Report policemisconduct- excessive behaviour onthe
part of thepolice, violent or abusive behaviour, take
very good notesof theincidentimmediately, (and get
contact detailsfor any other witnesses) asyou may be
needed to giveevidencein court at alater date.

3. Arrest Risk for Legal

Observers

Generdly whenthereisan action, thefirst thing thepolice
dowhenthey arriveisclear theareaof those not partici-
pating directly intheaction. Whether they let you stay
close by sothat you can properly observewhat isgoing
onwill dependin part upon therel ationship between you
andthepoliceofficersat theaction. Lega observersare
not immunefrom arrest just becasethey arenot playing an
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activeroleintheaction. Soitsagood ideato be aware of
your legd rights (SeeALPbriefings1and 3for more
information). Staying closeto theaction, especialy after
you have been asked to move, meansyou arerisking
arrest. Consder moving away if it lookslikeyou aregoing
to bearrested, better to beabit further away doing your
job, observing theaction, thaninapolicevan.

To reduce therisk of arrest

» Wear avisiblelegal observer bib or sash

» Stay camat all times

» Makeit clear to the police and the mediathat you
arean observer, not aparticipant in the action

* Your credibility with the police may beincreased if
you dress conservatively

» Communicatewith thepoliceinaca m assertive manner

* Liaisewiththesenior policeofficersat theaction, they
arethedecision makers

* Decide beforethe action how pushy you aregoing to
be when asked to move away

* Retainyour impartiality, don't get involvedintheaction
(but see below)

L egal Observers Record

4. Abandoning the Role of L egal

Observer

Attimeslegd observershavefound themsalvesin emer-
gency Stuationswherethey felt they had tointerveneeg
anactivist being badly injured by policeand they have
attempted to stop thishappening by speaking tothe
officersor shielding the personbeing injured. If youfed
you must intervenedirectly then take off your sash/bib and
giveyour notesto another observer for safe keeping
beforerushing into thefray. Also consider calling out for
any mediaand first aiderswho are close by to come over.

5. Equipment Needed

* Notepad and pens

* Mobilephone

» Lega observersrecord sheets (see bel ow)

 Mapofthearea

» Listof phonenumbers.lega support co-ordinator,
other legal observers, solicitor, first aiders

» Water, food, money and clothing appropriateto the
action

e ‘Budcards

*  Watch

» Camera—digita meansquick photosfor themedia,
but disposable may be best.

PLEASE PRINTALL INFORMATIONINCLEARCAPITALLETTERS

Name of protestor

What thepersonis
arrested for

Badge numbersof arresting officers

Time& Placeof arrest

Which policestationisthe
person being taken to?

Any other detailsabout the
treatment of the person by
thepolice

Witness sname & contact
details
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